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to its pronunciation. The English form Gaboot is apparently a phonetic spelling, and it indicates a vowel pronounced as in modern "boat", not " boot". But whether we accept this and pronounce " Ca-bote " or relapse into the easier "Cab-ot", there is no warrant for silencing the final consonant, as is so often done under the impression, seemingly, that the name is French. Whatever Cabot may have been, he is highly unlikely to have been a Frenchman.
The question of original nationality resolves itself into two alternatives. John Cabot was either an Englishman or a Genoese. For the first of these suppositions the evidence is of an unusual type. In 1837 Mr Rawdon Brown, an English investigator of Venetian history, published a book in which he referred to Cabot as a Venetian. Many years afterwards he wrote on a copy of this book two marginal notes, whose effect is that in 1855-6 he had found documents in the Venetian Archives which proved (i) that Cabot first came to Venice in 1461; (2) that he married a Venetian woman; (3) that he was by birth an Englishman.1 The first of these statements may in part be deduced from the naturalization grant already referred to. The second, on the Venetian wife, is contained in a letter of 1497 published by Rawdon Brown himself. The third, on the English nationality, has never been found by any other searcher, and was not alluded to by Brown in his subsequently published Calendar of the state papers in Venice relating to English affairs. That is as far as the evidence goes. Rawdon Brown was sure he saw this document in 1855-6, and no one has seen it since. If he had been an inexperienced amateur we could dismiss his assertion as a mistake. But he was an archivist of long standing, who is unlikely to have made an ill-founded claim in the positive manner indicated by his notes. Pride of nationality, like pride of family, works in various ways. This document, if extant, deprived Italy of the honour of having given birth to a great man. If some patriot of the Risorgimento should have made away with it the act would not be unparalleled in our own country. Meanwhile, for those who like long shots, I have recorded the existence of Richard Cavot, Englishman of Bristol in the time of Henry VI, and they may couple with him the fact-that when John Cabot the Venetian came to England it was in Bristol that he settled. The whole constitutes a very long shot indeed.
The claim to Genoese nationality is more fully attested. It was made
during the lifetime of John Cabot, although not by the man himself. He
described himself simply as a Venetian in all his official dealings with the
English government. But on July 25,1498, Pedro de Ayala, a temporary
1 No. 9, Statement of John Cabot's English origin.